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Presidents Report
It is with pride that I write my first report as President of CLAN. I joined the Committee convinced
that care leavers required a strong voice and advocate and a passageway to achieve redress for
past abuses and current sufferings; and that CLAN was the avenue to achieve this. This year the
staff and Committee worked consistently to progress the vision ‘To achieve justice for all Forgotten
Australians’. CLAN provides this in many ways advocating strongly for individuals on various
matters and all Care Leavers on the important issues of promoting healing and social networks
amongst care leavers while fighting for a national redress scheme.
The Committee under the previous President Jim Luthy wrote clear directions for CLAN and I am
happy to see progress made this year.
The CLAN Commitment: To support, educate and advocate for all Care Leavers







To continue to raise public consciousness of the experience of Institutional Care, and its
ongoing effects in the lives of Care Leavers
To lobby Governments, Churches and other Institutional Organisations in every State and
Territory to provide justice in the form of acknowledgement and services for Care Leavers.
To achieve a redress scheme in every State and Territory of Australia
To continue to develop a National Orphanage Museum with both a permanent home and
the capacity to provide travelling exhibitions.
To work to achieve peace and healing by providing support services including counselling,
and social networking.
To record and publish the histories of Care Leavers.

This year has been a successful year in efforts made to progress each of these aims and I am
delighted to summarise the progress made to date:- publicity from CLAN and the work of the Royal
Commission has ensured that the stories of Care Leavers has remained in the news throughout the
year; meetings with senior Ministers, Politicians and the Catholic Church and Salvation Army were
held to advocate for a sensitive approach to care leavers’ issues and the need for redress; CLAN has
continued to provide counselling for individuals and support for those presenting at the Royal
Commission; the number of social events has increased and there is a social group in many areas
now; following a meeting on the 1st June with the Minister of Social Services, Scott Morrison. He
requested Steve Irons MP and patron of CLAN, look at a building in Geelong and determine its
suitability for a National Orphanage Museum.
The Committee have discussed the need to access funding to record and publish the stories of Care
Leavers. Additionally this was an exciting year celebrating the 15th Anniversary of CLAN and many
CLAN members attended the celebrations and workshops in Geelong mid-year.
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The staff and the Committee still have work to do in furthering each of these aims and will continue
to work on these in 2015-16. Some of these activities are part of a five-year plan and will take
continued effort and funds to achieve.
The Committee recognise that CLAN is a member based organisation registered under the National
Charities and Not-for Profit Commission (ACNC) and are working in line with the ACNC standards
while delivering services that CLAN members want such as counselling, guidance on obtaining
records, advocacy and social support. There is also more work required to ensure care leavers’
stories are recorded and kept. This is a project in its own right and will require a project brief and
additional funding and staff to fulfil this aim. To further progress the Museum, there is a need to
identify and document each of the items, their donors and the stories and memories associated
with this. The suitable storage and display of the items also requires further work and funding as
well as the identification and acquisition of a dedicated facility to establish our National Orphanage
Museum. This is in our five- year plan and will require substantial efforts for funding to achieve this.
Lobbying organisations and governments to achieve redress for all remains a large part of CLAN’s
work and this is a top priority for CLAN. It will also require sustained efforts now and in the years
ahead. The Committee are aware of the number of priority areas for development and are working
to achieve these in parallel with the provision of existing services.
I would like to acknowledge each of the Committee members; Frank Golding (Vice President), Pat
Griffiths (Secretary & Public Officer), Bob Murray (Treasurer), Rhonda Janetzki, Carolyn Frawley, Liz
Lynch & Pat McNair for their contribution and participation at the monthly meetings. Their
willingness to read the various documentation and consider the options best for CLAN. This is not
always easy and the Committee have pulled together when faced with challenges this year. As
President I need to be cognisant at each meeting of the legislative requirements of a Committee
and guide the Committee to achieve these. I have every confidence in the skills of the Committee to
fulfil our obligations in 2015-16 and strengthen CLAN as an organisation.
This year Liz Lynch stepped down from the Committee mid-term so I would like to acknowledge
now her contribution on the Committee and the additional voluntary work she provided inbetween meetings including helping out in the Bankstown office. Liz approached her role with
enthusiasm and energy. Bob Murray, our treasurer, will not be re-nominating but I thank him for
his support and efforts this year.
The Chief Executive Officer, Leonie Sheedy has travelled tirelessly to meet with CLAN members,
attend official business and support care leavers individually and at the Royal Commission. Much
has been achieved through Leonie’s energy and commitment to CLAN and Care Leavers.
Furthermore, her skills in advocacy, cajoling and harassing politicians are second to none! I am so
glad she is on our team and not theirs!

3
CLAN’s
Annual Report
2014/15

Credit goes to the small and dedicated staff who work at the forefront in responding to enquiries,
publishing the newsletter and the exhaustive functions of running a national office. They are
consistently warm and respectful towards Care Leavers and the Committee members alike. I have
appreciated their prompts and support in my first year as President as I endeavour to work with the
Committee to fulfil the governance role we are required to take. The Counselling Service is well
established now. Members have commented to me also about how they value the work of the
counsellors and of course that extends to their Supervisor and Mentor as well.
Thank you for the opportunity to hold the position of President. I have found this a worthwhile role
and one of learning – about the media, our legal obligations and amongst other things meeting and
negotiating with politicians and organisations. I particularly have enjoyed meeting CLAN Members
and hearing your stories. CLAN and the Committee are here for you so contact us if you have ideas
about how we can continue to build CLAN as a vibrant and essential organisation.
Warm regards
Maureen Cuskelly
President.

CLAN Patron Steve Irons MP, Leonie Sheedy, Scott Morrison MP & Maureen Cuskelly
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Executive Officers Report
2014/15 – Glimpses of Positive Change.
With the end of 2015 approaching, it is the perfect time to reflect on the work CLAN has
undertaken over the past 12 months since our last Annual General Meeting in Canberra. 2015 I
believe can be described as a year of resilience for all Australian Care Leavers and one with signs of
positive change.
I would like to acknowledge the Department of Social Services, along with the Department of
Human Services Victoria, Department of Families & Community Services NSW, Department of
Community Services ACT and The Department for Communities & Social Inclusion SA for their
ongoing support and funding to CLAN. Furthermore I would also like to thank the Department of
Social Services, Department of Human Services Victoria and The Department of Families &
Community Services NSW for the funding which was provided towards CLAN’s 15th Anniversary
and Royal Commission forum “It’s time to Care for Care Leavers” which was hosted at the Geelong
football club stadium. Lastly I would like to thank the NSW & VIC governments in providing funding
to CLAN to Attend the United Nations, committee against torture in Geneva, Switzerland in
October.
Since the previous Annual General Meeting in Canberra 2014. CLAN has continually been working
to assist Care Leavers from all over Australia, in registering and further supporting them to go to
the Royal Commission to share their stories of abuse and trauma which they suffered whilst in
‘Care’, in various Orphanages, Children’s Homes, Foster Care and other Institutions such as Mental
Health facilities.
We successfully continue to advocate and lobby with Federal and State Ministers across Australia,
to ensure that Care Leaver issues are clearly understood, heard and appropriate action for ‘Care
Leavers’ be introduced in policy. In June CLAN’s President Maureen and myself met with the then
current Social Services Minister of Australia Scott Morrison, to discuss Care Leaver Issues and
Struggles and why a National Redress Scheme is vitally important. Mr Morrison assured CLAN his
department would run a scope study into the benefits of rolling out a National Redress Scheme. I
would like to thank CLAN Patron Steve Irons for making it possible and setting up the meeting with
Scott Morrison.
By working closely with the Royal Commission, Government Departments and other agencies we
continue as always to strive and raise awareness of the legacy of care and the impacts into
adulthood.
CLAN travelled all the way to Geneva, Switzerland in October 2014, after being invited to speak
with the United Nations Committee Against Torture after CLAN submitted a paper highlighting the
abuse which some Care Leavers received whilst in care. We informed and raised awareness about
the Human Rights abuses that Care Leavers suffered within Australian Orphanages, Children’s
Homes and Foster Care, and further elaborated on the lack of action or responsibility taken by
Churches, Charities and Government/s in Australia.
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In July this year CLAN turned 15. It seems like such a long time since CLAN held its first public
meeting in Ashfield. To celebrate the occasion we hosted the Royal Commission Forum “It’s time to
Care for Care Leavers” in conjunction with our 15th anniversary celebration in Geelong. We were
very fortunate that the Chair of the Royal Commission Peter McClellan AM QC was our key note
speaker and provided members with a clearer understanding of the Royal Commission’s intentions
and direction. In addition to Peter McClellan we were more than fortunate to have attend the
forum;
 Commissioner Bob Atkinson
 Bronwyn Halfpenny MP
 Steve Irons MP
 Christine Couzens MP
 Richard Marles MP
 Hugh McDermott MP
 Senator Claire Moore
I would also like to acknowledge the individuals who were not able to attend though sent their well
wishes via video;





Jenny Macklin MP
CLAN Co-Founder Joanna Penglase
Jenny Mikakos MP
Scott Morrison MP

The Forum was also the perfect opportunity to award Former President Jim Luthy and current Vice
President Frank Golding the CLAN Lifetime Membership award. All their hard work and sacrifices for
CLAN and Care Leavers cannot be over looked. In addition to Lifetime Membership, CLAN was
proud to award Jenny Brownley (NSW) and Keith Broadbent (VIC) the Volunteer of the Year Award
for all their support and work.
After many years of lobbying CLAN was honoured to work closely with the Geelong City Council to
officially launch the Geelong Reflection Seat during the weekend of the Forum. It is a memorial to
remember the children raised in Geelong Orphanages and Children’s Homes. It was a freezing cold,
windy day - though a momentous one - with over 40 people coming down to Limeburner’s Point,
Hearne Parade, to celebrate the occasion overlooking Corio Bay. I would like to thank Mark Beasley
and Kaz Paton from the Geelong City Council for their vision and advocacy to make the memorial a
reality.
To all the Royal Commission team starting from the Commissioners, Chair Peter McClellan, Jennifer
Coate, Bob Atkinson, Henry Milroy, Andrew Murray and Robert Fitzgerald. In addition to all the
Royal Commission staff, especially Sally Grimsley-Ballard who has formed such a strong bond with
us, CLAN thanks you for your patience, care, commitment, support and understanding. We further
thank you for your determination to set things right and to make the institutions as well as certain
individuals accountable for their crimes and to shine a light on Australia’s dark history of child
welfare.
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I wish to express sincere thanks, to the dedicated team at CLAN for their great work over the year. I
say with the utmost gratitude that without the team at CLAN my job as CEO as well as so many of
our achievements would not have been possible. Julie, Natalie, Janis, Kristen, Vicki, Alice, Helene
and Tony. I thank you not only for your hard work but also for your support and commitment to our
members at CLAN and to myself.
Lastly I would like to sincerely thank the CLAN Committee members, Maureen Cuskelly, Frank
Golding, Bob Murray, Pat Griffiths, Rhonda Jantezki, Liz Lynch, Pat McNair and Carolyn Frawley for
making time every month and ensuring that CLAN continues to operate smoothly. I would also like
to acknowledge Margaret Anderson for knitting over 160 yellow and blue beanies for CLAN’s 15th
anniversary celebration. As well as Gladys Coon and Vlad Selakovic of Geelong who assisted with
packing all the goodie bags for the event.
Every day as I reflect, I am reminded of the great honour I have in working with a dedicated team,
who further support me in representing and advocating for the rights of all Australian Care Leavers.
Together we must continue to educate, raise awareness and advocate for our voices to be heard
within the political and the wider Australian community. Only in this manner can we reach our goal
of Care Leaver recognition, justice and National Redress, for all forms of Abuse, Neglect & Child
Labour.
Hooroo,
Leonie Sheedy
CEO

CLAN Members at the Official Launch of the Geelong Reflection Seat
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CLAN’s Committee
CLAN would like to acknowledge and thank our wonderful committee members for all their
dedication, efforts and their commitment to CLAN.

Bob Murray

Maureen Cuskelly

Treasurer

CLAN President

Bob has been treasurer since
the 2014 AGM. He has worked
hard to promote CLAN and its
work.

Maureen has been the
President since the 2014 AGM.
She has proven to be an
effective and strong advocate
for Care Leavers.

Rhonda Janetzki

Frank Golding

Ordinary Committee Member

CLAN Vice-President

Frank has been Vice-President
since the 2014 AGM. He has
been influential in effectively
educating and raising
awareness on Care Leaver
matters.

Rhonda has been influential in
raising awareness and
educating various institutions
as well as individuals in the
Albury/Wodonga region. She is
a great promoter of CLAN.

Pat Griffiths

Pat McNair

Secretary & Public Officer

Ordinary Committee Member (NZ)

Pat has been a long-term asset
to CLAN. She continues to take
the minutes for the committee
meetings and producing
correspondence on behalf of
the committee.

Pat has been CLAN’s eyes in
New Zealand over the past few
years. She has been great in
promoting CLAN and its work in
the NZ.

Carolyn Frawley
Ordinary Committee Member

Carolyn organizes social events
in her state. Carolyn is also a
great promoter of CLAN and its
work.
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CLAN’s
Patrons

CLAN’S
VOLUNTEER’S
Geoff Meyers

CLAN’s wonderful patrons over the
years have offered their continued
support to Care Leaver Issues. We
would like to thank and acknowledge
them:

Our volunteer gardener who travels all the
way from Wollongong. Geoff is the life of the
party. Known as the Prankster at CLAN and is
always willing to have a laugh at the CLAN
socials. We appreciate his help and sense of
humour.

Hon Malcom Turnbull MP
Prime Minister of Australia & Member
for Wentworth (NSW)

Yvonne Smith
Yvonne does the cleaning of the CLAN offices
weekly and keeps everything sparky clean.
Yvonne helps with the running of the socials &
makes the sandwiches and the copious
amounts of tea & coffee. We greatly appreciate
her work.

Hon Jason Clare MP
Federal Member for Blaxland (NSW)
Hon Richard Marles MP
Federal Member for Corio (VIC)

Michael Dahms

Steve Irons MP
Federal Member for Swan (WA)

Michael travels two hours each way to the
CLAN office, to help with large mail outs &
stamping envelopes. We greatly appreciate his
help.

Claire Moore
Queensland Senator
Mitch Fifield
Victorian Senator

Jenny Brownley
Jenny is a very talented CLAN member, having
made CLAN’s 15th Anniversary sign. Jenny also
does our birthday cards monthly. We greatly
appreciate her help.

Jenny Macklin
Federal Member for Jagajaga (VIC)
Amanda Rishworth
Federal Member for Kingston (SA)
CLAN is thankful and appreciative for
the ongoing support of all our Patrons
and for their advocacy.
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CLAN’s Team

Natalie Wallace

Julie Evans

Office Manager/Accounts Manager

Counsellor/Royal Commission Administrator

Julie has worked for CLAN for seven and a half years and has
held a number of roles in this time. Julie started out as a Personal
Assistant to Leonie and Joanna, and as CLAN grew Julie took on
the role of Accounts Manager. Since this time Julie has also had
the responsibility of being CLAN’s Office Manager to ensure the
smooth running of the CLAN office.

Natalie has worker at CLAN for the last six years as a
counsellor. Natalie’s educational background is in
Psychology but she has also done training in process
psychology/counselling, trauma informed counselling, and
narrative therapy.

Julie has an extensive background in accounts and
administration before joining CLAN. Julie continues to support
the Executive Officer, Leonie Sheedy as well as the CLAN staff
and volunteers in her capacity as office manager.

Janis Ishak
Reception/General Admin/Newsletter Co-Ordinator

Janis has worked at CLAN for three years with a variety of roles,
telephone answering helping callers with their enquiries, email
enquiries, helping to co-ordinate the social gatherings/events
held at CLAN and liaising with the CLAN members and
volunteers accordingly.
Janis also co-ordinates, publishes and records the newsletter, the
Clanicle, which goes out every 2 months. Janis also sends out
birthday cards to the CLAN members who wish to celebrate their
birthdays.

Kylie Lonergan

The counsellor role has incorporated many jobs, not only
telephone and face to face counselling, but also casework,
advocacy, general support, as well as writing submissions to
government and nongovernment agencies. She has also been
involved in supporting CLAN members and other Care
Leavers through the Royal Commission process Natalie is
also the Royal Commission Administration role. This
involves coordinating CLAN’s funding responsibilities and
reporting requirements as well as responding to Royal
Commission publications and issues papers.

Helene Terpak
Website Administrator/Reception/General Admin

Helene has worked for clan for over a year with a variety of
roles, such as updating the CLAN website, telephone
answering and helping callers with their enquiries, email
enquiries, helping to co-ordinate the social
gatherings/events held at CLAN and liaising with the CLAN
members and volunteers accordingly.

Counsellor

Kylie has worked at CLAN for the past 2 years and is a phone
counsellor based in Melbourne. Kylie started to work with Wards
of State in Victoria, in 2000. Kylie has helped a number of
individuals in attending court and private Royal Commission
Hearings. She also continues to help individuals in writing and
submitting impact statements as well as Royal Commsission
Statements.

Vicki Geraghty
Counselling Supervisor

Vicki provides supervision to all the CLAN staff. Vicki holds
meetings between the counselling staff and the case worker.
Additionally Vicki provides support and advice to all staff and is
a great asset to the team.

Alice
Counsellor

Alice has worked at CLAN since April 2015. She is a phone
and face to face counsellor based at our Bankstown office.
Her role has incorporated many jobs, not only telephone and
face to face counselling, but also casework, advocacy, general
support, as well as writing submissions to government and
nongovernment agencies

Antonio Serbati
Website Administrator

Antonio has worked at CLAN since March 2015, he currently
ensures that CLAN’s website is kept up to date and assists
with various Jobs around the Office.

Kristen Harris
Caseworker/Case Management/Counsellor

Kristen has worked at CLAN for the past year and a half, and has
an educational background within Psychology. She has been
assisting those who are in search of Care Leaver records for
themselves and family members as well as providing phone
counselling as well as advocacy & support for Care Leavers and
their families.
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Some of the CLAN Team with CLAN members

Royal Commission Report
CLAN has continued to focus its energy toward
ensuring our members are supported, seen and
heard throughout the Royal Commission process.
CLAN has been in constant contact with the Royal
Commission. We have constantly been advocating
for Care Leavers, consulting with the Royal
Commission and Maureen and Leonie also gave
evidence at a hearing being a voice for all Care
Leavers.
We continue to provide support and advocacy to all
Care Leavers, in attending private & public hearings
all over the country.
CLAN has also participated in several Royal
Commission Round tables since the last Annual
General Meeting, continuing to consult and educate
the Commission of the issues and legacy of being in
Care. Topics covered have been Redress, access to
services, access to records and actions to achieve
justice.
In August 2014, The Royal Commission held a public
hearing into Melbourne’s Catholic Archdiocese
principles, procedures and actions to responding to
abuse. CLAN was present to support our members
attending the hearing as well as to raise awareness
of the impacts of the Churches response.
In October 2014, CLAN attended the public hearing
into Bethcar Children’s Home NSW. The hearing
looked into the NSW Governments operations and
monitoring of State Wards, the response of the NSW
Police Service actions regarding Children’s
complaints and heard the stories of Care Leavers.

During this very emotional time, CLAN ensured that
members giving evidence were supported during the
hearing. There was a huge amount of media interest
during this time & Care Leaver’s concerns & stories were
heard and distributed in large numbers.
In March 2015, CLAN was invited to attend a Royal
Commission Round Table as well as give a statement at
the public Hearing into Redress & Civil Litigation. Leonie
ensured that the voices of Care Leavers were heard and
stressed the importance of a National Redress Scheme as
well as a change to the way Care Leavers were responded
to in services.
CLAN travelled to Rockhampton in April 2015, to support
members in telling their story at the public hearing into
St Joseph’s Orphanage, Neerkol. The public hearing
looked into the experiences of the men and women who
were once in Neerkol Orphanage and the responses of
abuse from the Sisters of Mercy, the Catholic Diocese of
Rockhampton and the Queensland Government. Thank
you to Committee member, Carolyn Frawely who
travelled at her own expense to help support CLAN.
In May 2015, CLAN travelled to Ballarat to raise
awareness of the past treatment and conditions
experienced by Care Leavers. During this time we also
attended the public hearing into the Ballarat Catholic
Diocese and other Catholic Church Authorities, to support
Care Leavers and raise awareness of the large numbers of
abuse cases within Ballarat. CLAN would also like to
thank the Local Community of Ballarat for their outgoing
support during the Hearing.

At the beginning of March 2015 The Royal
Commission held a public hearing into Out of Home
Care (Foster Care) due to the vast amount of
inquires the hearing was re visited in June 2015 for a
second hearing.

Clannies awareness raising at the Royal Commission
In Rockhampton
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Information
& Support
Services

Counselling
Services
It has been another busy year for the CLAN
counsellors helping Care Leavers with
submissions to the Royal Commission, and
supporting Care Leavers at private meetings at
the Royal Commission. CLAN has been
inundated with requests for counselling
sessions and there has been a significant
increase in the number of Care Leavers and
their family members using our free counselling
service.

CLAN receives several phone calls and emails
every day from people seeking our assistance
and information. A total of 300 information
Packages were sent out to people wanting to
know about CLAN and our services.
We also assist Care Leavers in family history
research, accessing their personal files & their
CLAN assisted 197 people in obtaining family
War, State Ward & past providers records and
assisted a further 38 people in obtaining
Birth, Death & Marriage certificates.

The CLAN counselling service is open to CLAN
members, their families, as well as Care Leavers
who are not members of CLAN. Counselling is
conducted both face to face in our offices in
Bankstown and Melbourne, as well as over the
phone, allowing many Care Leavers who cannot
physically access a counsellor the chance to use
a counselling service in the privacy of their own
home.

Records Applied & Received From;






FACS (NSW)
DHS (VIC)
Catholic Care
Salvation Army
DCS (QLD)

52
48
16
17
11







DOC (WA)
Sisters of Mercy
Families SA
DHHS (TAS)
War Rec.

09
07
07
03
27

The CLAN counselling service not only offers
Free counselling sessions to Care Leavers and
their families. We also support Care Leavers
with;

CLAN has continued to provide information
and education on the history of various
orphanages & Children’s Homes as well as
continue to build our library which contains
books on Orphanages & Children’s Homes,
within Australia and abroad. Care Leaver
autobiographies and a large selection of selfhelp books.








CLAN has also continued to support Care
Leavers in attending Court, Various Services
as well as private & public Royal Commission
hearings. To date CLAN has supported over
90 Care Leavers in attending Private
Hearings.
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Organisations such as Centrelink/Department
of Housing,
Writing support letters,
Assistance with victims compensation scheme,
Help with paper work for various government
agencies,
Support with court cases,
Writing submissions on behalf of Care Leavers
to the Royal Commission and attending private
hearings with the individual.
Reporting abuse to the police.

National Orphanage
Museum Report
CLAN wishes to sincerely thank everyone who
has donated their precious childhood items we
value them deeply. Furthermore we would
like to thank the Dept. of FACS (NSW) for their
donations from Bidura and State Government
Homes.

During the year we have received many visitors
to the CLAN Orphanage Museum;








CLAN members who have visited our office
throughout the year from all over Australia.
Department of Social Services
Department of Families & Community
Services NSW
The Royal Commission into Institutional
Responses to Child Sexual Abuse
Member for Blaxland, Jason Clare MP
SNAP
Media

CLAN will continue to strive to make sure that
the history of Care Leavers is never forgotten.

CLAN also held an exhibition of the National
Orphanage Museum at our 15th Anniversary
celebrations at the Geelong Football stadium.
Visitors included;










Orphanage Museum Exhibition at the Geelong Football
Stadium.

Richard Marles MP, Member for Corio
Steve Irons MP , Member for Swan
Claire Moore, Queensland Senator
Peter McClellan, Chair Commissioner
Bob Atkinson, Commissioner
Bronwyn Halfpenny MP, Member for
Thomastown
Christine Couzens MP, Member for Geelong
Hugh McDermott MP, Member for Prospect
Department of Human Services Vic

Childhood Doll Donated
by CLAN member VAL

Jason Clare MP & Royal Commission
Staff visiting the Museum

Comments from the visitors to the museum:
“Great to see a collection like this. The museum is
fantastic” – James
“Thanks to the CLAN staff for the cuppa & the tour
of the museum” – Jessica
“Very moving, it is a part of our countries history
which must be displayed and known” - Tony

Leonie Sheedy, Jim Luthy & Frank
Golding Promoting CLAN’s
National Orphanage Museum
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Badges from; Monte Pio Girls
Home (NSW), United Protestant
Homes, Tally Ho Boys (VIC) &
Croagh Patrick Orphanage
(Orange NSW)

CLAN’s Social Network
Events
Thank you to all the Clannies involved in
hosting and attending our social network
events throughout the year.
Queensland
The Clannies in Queensland have had their
share of fun with BBQ’s, picnics and get
togehters. We thank Julie & Carolyn for
organising these events your work is
appreciated.

Clannies from Adelaide catching up

Victoria
CLAN has organised regular socials at our
office in Ross House, Melbourne. CLAN has also
thanks to Rhonda held regular socials at
Albury/Wodonga.

Northern Territory
CLAN supported a member to attend a Royal
Commission private hearing and had a cuppa
with a few members while in Darwin.

The Victorian Clannies also hold silent protests
each month outside Churches, Government
Buildings & Government House. We would like
to thank them for turning up each month.

Western Australia
It has been a successful year of socials in Perth
with BBQ’s, and get togethers at the RSL. CLAN
would like to thank Carolyn for her work
organising socials in Perth. Carolyn now
organises socials in Cairns and has handed the
torch to Bob.

New South Wales
The Clannies in NSW have organised and
attended a number of socials over the year.
During the past year we have had socials at our
Bankstown office with help from Yvonne, in
Coffs Harbour thanks to Margaret as well as
Cardiff with assistance from Maureen &
Colleen.

South Australia
CLAN has supported several members to
attend the Royal Commission and had a
number of very successful socials at the
German Club.

New Zealand
Pat & Netta attempt to hold regular catch ups
with NZ Clannies.

Tasmania
CLAN supported a few members to attend
Royal Commission private hearings. CLAN
during this time caught up with several
members to share a cuppa.

Victorian Clannies catching up for a cuppa
CLAN’s
Annual Report
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Orphanages & Children’s Homes Reunions that
CLAN promoted or organised…
 Riverview Boys’ Home Reunion - QLD
 St Aidan’s Bendigo Reunion – Victoria
 CLAN’s Salvation Army Reunion
 Tally Ho Boys’ Home Reunion - Victoria
 Gill Boys Home Reunion – NSW
 St Augustine’s Reunion – Victoria
 St Catherine’s Reunion – Victoria
 Box Hill Boys Home Reunion - Victoria
 Orana Care Leavers.
CLAN continues to promote & arrange Reunion’s all over
Australia!
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CLAN’s 15th Anniversary & Royal
Commission Forum Report
Care Leavers from across Australia journeyed to Geelong on July 4 and 5 for CLAN’s 15-year
Anniversary Royal Commission Forum, It’s Time To Care For Care Leavers.
It was a wonderful get together in the Captain’s Room at Simonds Stadium. We shared memories,
celebrated accomplishments, acknowledged many, many people’s contributions and looked ahead to
the work still to be done: supporting Care Leavers and campaigning for rights and recognition,
including a National Independent Redress Scheme and a National Orphanage Museum.
We were very fortunate to have the Chair of the Royal Commission into Institutional Responses to Child
Sexual Abuse, The Hon Justice Peter McClellan AM, attend Saturday’s forum and detail the progress of
the Royal Commission and the important work still to be done between now and 2017.
We were also delighted to hear from Minister for Social Services Scott Morrison, via video message, who
confirmed Federal funding for CLAN until 2017.
Shadow Minister for Families and Payments, Jenny Macklin has always been a great supporter of CLAN
and, in a heartfelt video message, she paid tribute to the courage of Clannies, telling us: “you are
believed.”
We would like to thank our speakers and forum participants:






Richard Marles MP and CLAN Patron;
Steve Irons MP and CLAN Patron;
Senator Claire Moore, CLAN Patron;
Dr Hugh McDermott MP;
Bronwyn Halfpenny MP;






Christine Couzens MP;
Commissioner Bob Atkinson AO,
Dr Jim Goddard, Chair of the UK Care Leavers’ Association.
Peter Fox, abuse whistle-blower and CLAN supporter

The weekend began with a minute’s silence to honour those Clannies no longer with us. We work hard
every day to ensure their suffering is not forgotten and their experience of Care is not repeated.
We have come a long way during 15 years of campaigning and our anniversary was an opportunity to
thank and acknowledge the many hard-working CLAN members who put in so much time for the
benefit of the rest of us.
CLAN Life Memberships were presented to:



CLAN Vice President Jim Golding; and,
Past President Jim Luthy.

We also thanked Geelong’s St Mary’s Parish Priest Fr Kevin Dillon (Vic), Retired Catholic Bishop
Geoffrey Robinson (NSW, who provided CLAN with its first ever donation), Uniting Church Reverend
Bill Crews (NSW, who provided the venue for CLAN’s first meeting) and the United Protestant
Association’s Steve Walkerden (NSW). These men have demonstrated enormous courage and kindness
in their support for Care Leavers and received Certificates of Appreciation from CLAN.
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We acknowledged the tireless efforts of Clannies who take part in our protests, support other Clannies
and help out in our office. We couldn’t do it without you!
Volunteers of the Year:



Jenny Brownley, NSW; and,
Keith Broadbent, Vic.

We acknowledge all our members for your commitment and contributions big or small but wanted to
especially thank these people who have given their time in so many different ways:








 Michael Dahms, NSW;
Pat Griffith, NSW;
 Roy Janetzki, Vic;
Margaret Anderson, NSW;
 Jessie Turner-Booth, SA;
Brian Cherrie, Vic;
 Vlad Selakovic, Vic; and,
Mark Beasley (City of Greater Geelong);
 Robert House, Vic.
Gladys Coon, Vic;
Rhonda Janetzki; Vic;
Sally Grimsley-Ballard (Royal Commission into Institutional Responses to Child Sexual Abuse);

We opened a wonderful exhibition of art, crafts, photos and sculpture by CLAN members and displayed
many, many precious items of memorabilia and mementos that are now part of the National Orphanage
Museum archive.
We also recognised and presented a Certificate of Appreciation to Harvey Ronglien for his
achievement in founding the Owatonna Orphanage Museum in Minnesota USA. The certificate was
presented by Steve Irons, MP, and while Harvey was not present to accept the award, he will be
recognised in the Owatonna Press in Minnesota, USA.
On Saturday night we kicked up our heels with a fancy dress Celebration Dinner. Thank you to Fr Dillon
for the wonderful anniversary cake and Routley’s Bakery for donating the cake we enjoyed on Sunday.
Thankyou Roy Janetzki for shaving off his beard for the first time in 40 years and raising $2,348.20 for
CLAN and, of course, thank you to Santa for leaving his reindeers behind and paying us a visit on his
scooter. It was probably as cold as the North Pole in Geelong that night but he had a sack full of presents
and every Clannie received a gift. It was a wonderful ‘Christmas in July’.
So many people worked so hard to make the weekend a success. Thank you to Beth and Tara from the
Geelong Football Club, CLAN Committee and staff Vicki, Janis, Tony, Kylie, Julie, Helene,
volunteers Margaret and Dianne of Geelong, John the photographer and Warren for his video work.
Thank you to all the Clannies who came along and made it such a beautiful memorable
weekend.
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CLAN’s 15th Anniversary & Royal
Commission Forum – Photos
Royal Commission Forum - “It’s Time to Care for Care Leavers”

CLAN Patron Richard Marles Opening the Forum

Jim Goddard from Care Leavers Association UK

Frank Golding being awarded a gift with his
Life Time Membership Award

CLAN’s question panel. Claire Moore,
Jim Goddard, Bronwyn Halfpenny,
Hugh McDermott, Jim Luthy & Steve Irons

Jim Luthy accepting his
Life Time Membership Award

Vlad accepting his Certificate of Appreciation

Michael & Roy accepting their Certificates of Appreciation

CLAN Supporter Peter Fox saying a few motivating words.
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Jenny Brownley accepting her Volunteer of
the Year Award

Key note speaker, Justice Peter McClellan

CLAN Patron Steve Irons, presenting a
Certificate

15th Anniversary Dinner Celebration
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CLAN’s Socials, Events & Protests
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Acknowledgements ….
To all the Social co-ordinators CLAN would like to
say a big thank you for all your efforts in
organising events for all the Clannies;

We also thank the following patrons who support CLAN
with their membership;




NSW – Margaret & Yvone
VIC – Leonie & Rhonda (Border)
QLD – Julie & Carolyn
NZ – Netta

CLAN wishes to thank the following Government
Departments for their continued support &
funding;






Department of Social Services
Department for Families SA
Department of Human Services VIC
Department of Families & Community
Services NSW
Ancestry.com

CLAN would like to say a special thank you to
those who have made substantial donations
throughout the year;












United Protestant Association $7,500
Charles (QLD) $4,000
Peter (NSW) $1,000
William (QLD) $1,500
John (ACT) $500
Department of Social Services $1,000
Kieron (NSW) $1,000
Pam (VIC) $500
Steve (WA) $500
Fordham Labs Pty Ltd $500
Roy Janetzki, for raising $2,348 and
parting with his beard at CLAN’s 15th
Anniversary Celebrations.

Sue Boyce
Mitch Fifield
Steve Irons




Claire Moore
Amanda Rishworth

CLAN would also like to acknowledge and thank our
wonderful members, supporters and a special mention to
Ray Prosser who, have sent us financial donations, stamps,
envelopes, newspaper articles and other items to help
keep CLAN going. All donations are gratefully accepted.
A special mention to Robert House who organised CLAN’s
Art Exhibition at our 15th Anniversary Celebration.
We would also like to thank everybody who continues to
donate both small and large items to CLAN’s National
Orphanage Museum.
Thank you to all our members who attend the CLAN
socials in all States of Australia and New Zealand, and to
our members who attend the silent protests in Melbourne
and Sydney. You are all true champions!
Finally we would like to acknowledge as well as thank all
of our friends and supporters who encourage CLAN to
keep advocating and supporting All Australian Care
Leavers.

NEVER GIVE UP ON A JUST CAUSE! –
CLAN Member from WA

Roy Janetzki parting with his beard after raising over $1,000 for CLAN
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Financial Report
The accounts were audited by MK Nominees & Association Pty Ltd of Sydney, NSW and follow
on the next page. The budget for the 2015/2016 has been approved and adopted by the
Committee.
The Royal Commission has taken most of CLAN’s focus over the last twelve months though
there has been also other areas which has kept CLAN full of activity. The day to day running of
the office for the benefit of our members is continually run successfully by our great team.
Counselling, Casework as well as advocating services has also kept CLAN constantly occupied.
We are grateful to the Federal Government and Some State Governments who provide funding
to CLAN;








Federal (Royal Commission)
Federal (For Support & Advocacy)
NSW Government
VIC Government
SA Government
ACT Government

$400,000
$150,000
$35,000
$16,500
$15,000
$3,000

At the commencement of the financial year, July 2014, CLAN held $295,914.03
At the end of the financial year, June 2015, CLAN held $335,903.21
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